Ben Geyer

(Curriculum vitae)

PERSONAL DETAILS

Address:
2, Overton Farm Cottages,
Nationality:
British

Blairhall,

Fife, KY12 9HA.
E-mail: benandjustine@tiscali.co.uk
Telephone
01383 85 15 85



Mobile
07960 33 33 19
EDUCATION

Secondary Education

	Type of Examination
	Subject
	Result/Grade

	Higher
	English Literature
	Pass

	A levels

	Physics, Chemistry, General Studies
Maths
	B
C

	O levels
	Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biology
Geography
English Language, Woodwork, French
	A
B
C


Higher & further education
	Educational Establishment
	Title of Qualification
	Main Subject
	Result/Grade

	University of Edinburgh
	BSc Honours
	Ecological Science
	II:2

	University of Abertay
	BA
	Business Development
	Pass

	University of Edinburgh
	PGCE
	Primary
	Pass


Professional qualifications and memberships:
	Organisation
	Title of Examination
	Type of membership

	General Teaching Council of Scotland
	
	Member


Other training & qualifications:
Gaelic Language Learning 2019 – 2020

Currently taking Ùlpan level 2 in Gaelic

Health & Safety at Work training (19th August 2011) from Healthy Working Lives through Stirling Council – ½ day courses in:

Health & Safety Policy

Risk Assessment

CoSHH

Manual Handling
First Aid at Work (August 2019)

Forest School Leader training (2007)
Trail Cycle Leader (2005) – SMBLA qualification for leading groups of cyclists on trails
Grey squirrel trapping – one day course organised by FWAG
Chainsaw Operations (29th December 1994) – units 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16
Pesticide application (2nd August 1996) – PA1 & PA6 (handheld applicators)
Full ‘clean’ driving licence
EMPLOYMENT

	Employer Name, Address and Nature of Business
	Period of Employment
	Job Title, Duties, Responsibilities, and Reason for Leaving

	
	From:
	To:
	

	Fife Council
	2003
	present
	Primary teacher (part-time)


	Self-employed
	1993
	present
	Self-employed woodland and riparian conservation project manager. (6 years full time, 20 years part-time)

This has involved me in a wide variety of land based projects.  I have designed and installed both  pure greenbank engineering solutions and composite grey and greenbank techniques for stabilising riverbank.  These projects have generally been in the range of £10K - £25K.

As well as the above projects my work has involved firewood production, notably processing all the firewood for Scone estate (producing up to 300 tons per year over a period of 6 years); I have undertaken survey work, tree planting and establishment (including herbicide application), seed collection and traditional woodland crafts (e.g. hurdle making, charcoal production) and supply of coppice materials to crafts people.

	West Fife Woodlands Initiative
	Dec 1996
	Apr 1998
	Project officer promoting woodland establishment and management in West Fife.  A notable success was a 10% increase in the area of woodland in West Fife over the period of the initiative.  I left because funding for the initiative ended.



	Strathclyde Regional Council & Clackmannanshire District Council
	1992
	1994
	Seasonal countryside ranger. Duties included:

· Guided walks and working with school groups

· Setting up a volunteer group to care for the park
· Native woodland management plan
· Patrols and rescue cover for water-based activities. 



	Macaulay Land use Research Institute
	Sept 1988
	Sept 1989
	Vaccation work.  Woodland vegetation surveying using transects to monitor the impact of different intensities of sheep grazing on the native woodland flora and regeneration in the Lake District.



	Grovely Farm
	1985
	1986
	Farm worker on a mixed arable and dairy farm.


Voluntary work
	Employer Name, Address and Nature of Business
	Period of Employment
	Job Title, Duties, Responsibilities, and Reason for Leaving

	
	From:
	To:
	

	Queen Anne High School PTA
	August 2012
	June 2016
	Active member, currently assisting in a partnership approach to raise £50K for a cycle speedway track.

	Dynamic Woods & Scottish Woods


	Oct 2007
	Present
	Director of charity and Scottish Wood sawmill (one of the largest processors of Scottish grown hardwoods in Scotland)

	Bill Hogarth Memorial Apprenticeship Trust
	Jun 2004

Oct 1999
	Oct 2007

Jun 2004
	Trustee


Founder Trustee and Treasurer of the Bill Hogarth Memorial Apprenticeship Trust (a charitable trust established to promote the craft of coppicing)


Referees

	Available on request
	


