
                                                                                                                                                      
 

Cairngorms Cèilidh Trail 2018 
 

Participants’ Information Sheet 
 
The Cairngorms Cèilidh Trail is one of eight Cèilidh Trails organised by local Fèisean under the umbrella 
of Fèisean nan Gàidheal. The first Cèilidh Trail project, established by Fèis Rois in 1999, was designed 
to help teenage musicians develop their performance skills and to create a vibrant traditional music 
entertainment programme in the Highlands. Over the last eighteen years, the project has been 
replicated in other areas and has proved to be an over-whelming success.  
 
Providing four weeks of training, development and performance opportunities for up to six young people 
per area per year and working with local businesses and promoters to develop cultural tourism 
throughout the Highlands and Islands, the Cèilidh Trails offer a unique experience.  
 
Fèis Spè is again running the Cairngorms Cèilidh Trail in 2018, with grant support from Fèisean nan 
Gaidheal, Highland Council, Highlands and Islands Enterprise, Creative Scotland and Local Authorities 
within the National Park.  
 

Now in its 13th year, the Cairngorms Cèilidh Trail has received great reviews from all venues, audiences 
and participants and has allowed many young people the opportunity to perform in public, enhancing their 
performance skills through a sustained period where they are treated as professional musicians.  
Local communities, businesses and visitors have also benefited from additional opportunities to 
experience and enjoy live traditional music.  
 

This year there are up to six places available for performers who will be paid at the rate of £180 per 
week, for the equivalent of four weeks. We will meet the cost of accommodation, meals and snacks 
during the tour. Also transport within Scotland to and from training events and the beginning and end of 
the tour. Transport during the summer tour is by minibus. 
 

Experienced instrumentalists and singers aged 16 (by 30th June 2018) to 22yrs are invited to apply.  
Previous years’ band members are invited to apply as Fèis Spè welcomes ‘old hands’ to give the CCT a 
balance of experience but membership is restricted to a maximum of two years. 
 

Participants will be required to attend an audition day on February 24th at Talla nan Ros, King St, 
Kingussie and if selected, will receive a contract setting out the basis of their ‘employment’. 
 

Unless under exceptional circumstances, we expect successful applicants to attend all of the training 
and performances. Any dates which cause a difficulty should be noted on the application form. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
The core activities of the project will be:  
	
June 8 – 11th - 4-day Training at Anderson Lodge, Lagganlia, Nr Kincraig 
 

July 2nd – 6th - Training week at Fèis Alba, Plockton, with professional musicians and skilled 
performers. This will include, stagecraft, group working, playing for dancing, communication skills, etc.  
 

July 9th – 13th – Development project at Caerketton Lodge. Lagganlia. 
 

July 21st – Aug 4th - Summer Tour in and around the Cairngorms National Park 
 
Blas Gig in Sept date tbc  
 

There are occasionally additional performances opportunities, which are likely to be on a voluntary basis 
with travel costs covered. This is up to the availability and choice of individual members of the band and 
will be co-ordinated by the Development Officer.  
 

The maximum working week will be approximately 35 hours but may in practice be shorter to take 
account of evening working and travel. The geography of the area will mean some days will be longer than 
others. There may also be some additional rehearsal time during the time ‘on the road’. 
All band members are expected to share the duties of setting up and packing away equipment, 
introducing items during performances and acting as ambassadors for the Fèis movement. 
All accommodation is hostel style and therefore self-catering. The residential duties are also a 
responsibility of the whole band not just the staff. 
The band will be accompanied by the supervisor, Steven Blake, and a driver during the tour. 
 
The Development Officer, Caroline Sterritt, will co-ordinate the organisation and administration of the 
Trail. To assist her and the tour staff, participants will be expected to provide information when 
requested and keep receipts for expenses claims. 
 
Please note: most of the dates fall in school / college / university holidays – if any dates clash with terms of educational 
establishments, it is the responsibility of the performer to negotiate absence for CCT activities – Fèis Spè can not condone or 
encourage unauthorised absence from educational commitments. 
 

To find out more about the Cèilidh Trail please contact:  
 

Caroline Sterritt 
Fèis Spè Development Officer,  
Caledon, West Terrace, Kingussie. PH21 1HB 
Ph. 07989 907213  
caroline.sterritt@feisean.org 
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